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By RUDY DAVIS
ENGLEWOOD SENIOR SOFTBALL

The Englewood Men’s 
Senior Softball league 
concluded the 2019 season 
last week, a season once 
again highlighted by close 
competition in both the 
Gold division and Silver 
division, and first-ever 
season of play in the new 
Bronze division.

“Once again we had a 
great year, very compet-
itive among the teams 
with many close games,” 
according to Rich Entlich, 
league commissioner. 
“Seventh inning come 
from behind wins were 
plentiful. We saw more 
parity in the leagues this 
year than ever, a testament 
to our draft process.”

It all starts in January 
with the draft. For the sec-
ond year in a row, league 
officials had to split the 
draft into two days, due to 
the turnout.

Entlich attributes the 
excellent play to the new 
talent at the draft, those 
entering the league for 
the first time, and those 
players moving from the 
Gold to the Silver division, 
and the Bronze division 
affording more oppor-
tunities to play for those 
reaching 80 years.

In the Silver division, 
the championship wasn’t 
determined until the final 
two games, with Landy’s 
Orange Crush needing to 
win at least one to hold off 
the Old Dawgs and Blues 
Brothers.

“We were cruising 
right along but then hit 
a losing streak in the last 
few weeks. The Bluesies 
and the Dawgs put some 
pressure on us, but I’m 
proud of the way our guys 
responded,” said George 
Schwager, manager of 

Landy’s. “This league just 
gets better and better every 
year.”

In the Gold division, 
New Faull Inn had a solid 
grip on first place from the 
first week of play, with a 
final record of 18-3. “We 
had an excellent year, but 
had a lot of bounces go 
our way,” said Rich Server, 
team manager. “We won 
a lot of close games. The 
division is very competi-
tive with high quality play. 
We’re honored to have won 
the division.”

New Faull Inn also won 
the post-season Gold 
Division tournament, win-
ning in a squeaker over the 
Rum Bay Pirates, 11-10.

This year also saw the 
first season of the newly 
formed Bronze division, 
specifically for players 
80 and older whose skills 
are such that playing in the 
Silver division is no longer 
an option.

“It’s been a goal of ours 
for several years to form 
a division for the ‘super 
seniors’ that still want to 
play,” said Bill Rice, the 
driver behind the division’s 
formation and the incom-
ing commissioner. “And 
these guys can still play,” 
said Davis. “One of the 
guys in the Bronze hit four 
fence-clearing home runs! 
Four … think about that. 
Amazing.”

The league also held its 
first post season banquet 
March 28, with awards 
presented to the Division 
champions, and the first 
ever Iron Man awards 
presented to Russ Evans 
and Khaki Markle, who 
have both played softball 
for most of their lives. They 
are still going strong in 
their early 90s.

The league also honored 
Entlich, who is retiring 
following a long playing 
career, and as league 
commissioner since 2008.

“This league would not 
be what it is today without 
Rich’s drive, vision, lead-
ership and commitment. 
All of the players owe him 
a deep debt of gratitude.” 
said Rice, who will succeed 
Rich as commissioner. 
Entlich received the first 
ever Mike Scofield Legacy 
Award. Scofield was a 
long time player, manager 

and important voice that 
helped to make the league 
what it is today.

“Mike, he was at every 
game, every practice, 
and kept a scouting book 
about every player that 
came into the league,” 
said Mark Johnson of End 
Zone and a league board 
member. “Chances are that 
if you ever tried out for the 
league, your name and 
Mike’s grades about your 
abilities are in one of those 
books.”

With players and fans 
headed home following 
the last games, plans are 
in place for a spring league 
during April, and plans are 
set for the upcoming 2020 
season, with the draft to be 
held in early January 2020. 
The league continues to 
flourish and grow, fulfilling 
one of Entlich’s goals, set 
long ago when he first 
became commissioner.

“It’s so very gratifying to 
see the success the league 
has had. But even more so, 
I’ll cherish the friendships, 
memories and compe-
tition with the guys that 
being a part of this terrific 
endeavor provided. I’m 
sure I’ll miss it.”

For those of you who will 
be 60 or over in 2020, or 
those who are age eligible 
already and want to join 
the fun, open practices are 
held at 8:30 every Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday 
morning at the Englewood 
Sports Complex April 
through December.

“We closed out the 
season yesterday at the 
banquet, and the guys 
were probably at the fields 
this morning practicing”, 
said Rice.

Those new to the league 
and interested in playing 
in 2020 can register for 
next year at the league’s 
website, www.englewood 
seniorsoftball.weebly.com.

Rudy Davis is coordina-
tor of the Englewood Senior 
Softball’s Gold Division.

OUR TOWN — NEIGHBORS

Englewood Men’s Senior Softball 
League crowns 2 new champions

Landy’s Orange Crush, New Faull Inn win league titles

The New Faull Inn team took first place in the Englewood Men’s Senior Softball League’s Gold 
Division this year. Pictured are, from left, ( bottom row) Jim Pelletier, Mo Fowler, Jay Linden, Rich 
Server, Mike Stiller and Nick Kotzalas (top) John Skaggs, Jake Marzucco, Bob MacMahan, Charlie 
Bowers, Jay Orgovan, Phil McGouldrick and Jerry Foley. Not pictured is Mickey Muzevich

Landy’s Orange Crush won first place in the Silver Division of the Englewood Men’s Senior 
Softball League. Pictured are, from left, (bottom row) Ray Murphy, Gerry Wolfe, Bill Rice, George 
Schwager, Mike Wunderlin and John Judkins (top) Greg Brezicki, Frank Spencer, Tim Horvath, 
Nolan Crawford, Tim Schwob, John Skaggs, Gerald Breathol, Mickey Muzevich and Jack Smith.

Rich Entlich, the Englewood Men’s Senior Softball 
League’s Legacy Award recipient.

PHOTOS PROVIDED

Above: Bill Rice, left, 
presents Russ Evans, 
with the Iron Man 
Award.

Above: Bill Rice, left, presents 
Khaki Markle with the Iron 
Man Award.

GOLD DIVISION 2019  
FINAL STANDINGS
Team  Wins  Losses
New Faull Inn 18 3
Rum Bay Pirates 14 7
Norma Jean’s 12 9
End Zone  11 10
Key Agency 9 11
Ricaltini’s  8 14
Beyond the Sea 7 14
Howards  4 17

SILVER DIVISION 2019  
FINAL STANDINGS
Team     Wins  Losses
Landy’s Orange Crush 15 6
Old Dawgs 14 7
Riverwood Relics 13 8
Blues Brothers 13 8
Yellow Jackets 12 9
Green Hornets 7 14
Ben’s Barbershop 5 16
Purple Panthers 5 16
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Post-Surgical, Short-Term Rehab

Post-Surgical, Short-Term Rehab

Planning your surgery?
Plan your recovery, too!

© 2018 HCR Healthcare, LLC

ManorCare Health 
Services – Venice
1450 East Venice Avenue
Venice, FL 34292
941.486.8088

manorcare.com/Venice
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Allure Medical believes in curing 
advanced vein disease, not just 

managing its symptoms. Treatment is 
covered by most insurance plans. 

Heal Your Legs. 
Get Back to Living.

Book your free vein 
screening today!
941-216-6908

www.al lu remedical .com

Venice Office
1225 Jacaranda Blvd, 
Venice, FL 34292
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