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It also shows Maultsby 
threatened to retaliate against 
Bonner when she told him 

she planned to report his 
misconduct. Maultsby told her, 
“snitches get stitches,” and 
would later repeat the threat in 
a text message, which included 
a link to a news story about a 
whistleblower who was killed.

The report states it is “rea-
sonable for Bonner to become 
more concerned about her 
safety” after Maultsby knew 
she had complained to Bowden 
about him.

Investigators came down 

hard on Bowden, too, point-
ing to his failure to address 
Bonner’s claims of  sexual 
harassment, hostile work 
conditions and retaliation. 
Investigators found Bowden 
was “wrong” to discount the 

seriousness of  Maultsby’s text.
An agenda for the special 

meeting will be posted on the 
district’s website sometime this 
week. The public will have an 
opportunity to comment on the 
report during the meeting.
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ENGLEWOOD SENIOR SOFTBALL

Following a terrific and 
exciting 2019 Winter season 
and the first-ever spring league 
held last April, one would think 
that the exodus of  “snowbirds” 
and the summer heat would 
have resulted in a lull for the 
Englewood men’s seniors 
softball league.

As Lee Corso of  ESPN often 
says, “not so fast, my friend!”

Players returned to the adult 
softball fields in large numbers 
almost immediately after the 
end of  the spring season.

“We had 25-30 guys showing 
up to practice all summer 
long,” said Jake Marzucco, a 
player in the Gold division. 
“That’s about two times more 
than any other summer … 
despite the heat and humidity!”

The Englewood Senior 
Softball league has moved 
into full swing with open 
practice sessions at 8 a.m. 
every Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday at the Englewood Sports 
Complex, 1300 S. River Road.

And the turnout continues to 
grow, a Fall season has been set 
up, where four teams will play a 
series of  games this month, and 
into November.

“We thought the fall session 
would be popular, given the 
success of  the spring season” 
said Bill Rice, commissioner of  
the league. “Ray Murphy took 
the lead on getting it organized, 
and we had four teams filled 
out within just a few days.”

Going in to its 28th year, the 
league continues to attract 
players from Englewood, North 
Port, Venice, Rotonda, Boca 
Grande and Port Charlotte.

“The league’s mission is to 

create an opportunity for men 
over 60 to play recreational 
softball,” said Rudy Davis, 
a member of  the league’s 
executive committee. “With 
the expanding population in 
the Suncoast area, we’ve seen 
a record turnout both summer 
and this fall.”

The league has focused on re-
cruiting in recent years. “We’ve 
worked hard the last few years 
to increase the numbers, and 
it’s paying off,” said Mark 
Johnson, who plays on The End 
Zone in the Gold Division and 
is a member of  the executive 
committee.

“We had another record draft 
for last year’s Winter season, 
and the huge interest in the 
Spring and Fall seasons is 
testimony to the popularity of  
the league.”

2019 was also the first year 
for the Bronze division, for 
those over 80 or with otherwise 
diminishing skills. The typical 
new player is one who hasn’t 
played in some time, and has 
moved to the area, though 
many new players have played 
in summer leagues “up north.”

Practice sessions run through 
December to give players a 
chance to refresh their skills, 
and prepare for the draft.

“The skill level ranges from 
first timer’s to more advanced 
players, with one common goal 
… get some exercise and have 
some fun,” said Rice.

The league also has a Silver 
and Gold divisions.

“We’ve now moved to a divi-
sional alignment based purely 
on skill level. We hold a draft 
for the Winter season the first 
week of  January to fill out the 

teams, and then play a 21-game 
schedule, plus an end of  season 
tournament,” explained Davis.

This year’s draft is Jan. 6, 
2020 for the Gold division, Jan. 
7 for both Silver and Bronze, 
with registration required.

Rice notes that the Spring 
and Fall leagues do not yet have 
a formal draft, and teams are 
formed to create similar levels 
of  talent to keep the games 
competitive.

“I can see the spring and fall 
leagues growing in the next few 
years” says Young. “This league 
is well run and loads of  fun.” 
The league is supported by lo-
cal businesses that sponsor the 
teams, and the list is growing.

“We are very grateful, that 
they do. It helps to supply 
teams with jerseys, equipment 
and the cost of  renting the 
fields from the county,” says 
Rice.

And, the nearly 300 players 
and their fans frequent those 
businesses all year long. “It’s 
a symbiotic relationship, for 
sure.”

Until the draft, its practice, 
practice, practice, which is open 

to anyone 59 or over.
“Everybody bats, fields and 

gets to play in a practice game 
if  they choose to,” says Mike 
Geddes, who played for Beyond 
the Sea last year. “We’ll use 
the fly ball launcher again at 
practices this year for outfield-
er practice, too.”

League members built the 
launcher. Practice sessions are 
held on Adult Softball fields 1 & 
2, and soccer field four when the 
numbers require it. “Al Mosher 
and his crew keep the fields in 
great shape,” said Davis.

Rice encourages all to come 
out and give it a try, regardless 
of  when you last played.

“You’ll have some fun, make 
some friends, and don’t worry 
if  you don’t have a bat. We have 
them to spare. All you need is a 
glove.”

For more information, visit 
www.englewoodseniorsoftball.
weebly.com. Registration for 
the draft is required. Fill out a 
form available at the Englewood 
Sports Complex, or download 
one from the website.

Englewood Senior Softball  
gearing up for Winter season
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John Graig batting during the fall league.

Englewood  
Senior Softball 
Open practices are 8 a.m. 

Mondays, Wednesdays and 

Fridays at the Englewood 

Sports Complex, 1300 South 

River Road. Draft for the Gold 

Division is Jan. 6. The Sliver 

and Bronze draft is Jan. 7. 

Get information at www.

englewoodseniorsoftball.

weebly.com or in person at a 

practice session.

Tokie Bobby Pridemore 
walks slowly to a stool in front 
of  his makeshift bar. His voice 
is a raspy whisper now.

He has almost no memory of  
what happened July 19 during 
a series of  traffic accidents 
involving three motorcycles — 
including one ridden by Matt 
“One Shot” Huffman, who died 
at the scene on McCall Road 
near Charlotte County Sports 
Park.

“I saw my friend’s 
motorcycle sitting in the road 

and I went to move it,” Bobby 
said with the help of  his 
friend, Brenda DeLong, who 
repeated his words. “That is all 
I remember.”

Bobby and another rider, 
Bob Devlin, were both involved 
in the accident that shut down 
McCall Road (State Road 776) 
for hours that day, backing up 

traffic for more than a mile.
Bobby spent three months in 

the hospital and rehab.
“He has come a long way,” 

DeLong said. “But he’s lucky 
to be alive.”

Bobby suffered a fractured 
leg, head trauma and a 
collapsed lung. A motorcycle 
rolled over his throat and 
crushed his voice box, making 
it difficult for him to talk 
even now. Doctors believe 
he also suffered a stroke 
during the wreck. He spent 
the first couple of  weeks at 
Lee Memorial Hospital in a 
comatose state.

I had always wondered 
about Tokie Bobby’s place 
— blue letters written on a 
yellow shack on Seaboard 

Lane and McCall Road, just a 
quarter-mile before you get to 
Gasparilla Road in the Gulf  
Cove area. Motorcycle parts 
hanging upside down on the 
sign out front.

Is it a bar, a garage or what?
Well, when I stopped by to 

check on Bobby’s condition, 
he told me it’s a clubhouse. 
His Broken Bike club meets 
there unofficially and plans 
fundraisers and events to help 
the community. His bike-riding 
buddies are big on helping kids 
and those in need.

Well, now Bobby is in need.
While he was in the hospital 

the 66-year-old veteran of  two 
tours in Vietnam, and a native 
of  West Virginia, watched his 
bills pile up. The water and 

electric at his home and at 
Tokie Bobby’s was shut off. He 
has tremendous medical bills.

Saturday, starting at noon, 
there will be a fundraiser 
at his “garage/clubhouse” 
— a former bait shop. They 
are planning raffles, 50/50 
drawings, along with live 
music, food and drink. All the 
money goes to help pay off 
Bobby’s bills.

“He doesn’t even know how 
much he owes,” DeLong said.

As for the future, Bobby is 
taking it one day and one step 
at a time. He uses a walker or a 
cane to get around. His Harley-
Davidson Road King sits idle.

“It’s going to be a long time 
before he can ride again,” 
DeLong guessed.

Tokie Bobby hopes to ride again someday
Fundraiser for 

injured vet is 

Saturday

JOHN HACKWORTH
Commentary Editor

Coming soon
Boat teams are expected to 

begin arriving Nov. 20 or earlier 
in Englewood.

Waterfest festivities kicks off 
this year with a “Power-Up Pre-
Race Party,” 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 
Nov. 21 at Stump Pass Marina’s 
Lighthouse Grill.

Sponsored this year by Port 
Charlotte Honda Volkswagen, 

the annual block party is back 
on West Dearborn Street, 
featuring racing teams and 
their boats, 5 p.m. to 9 p.m. 
Nov. 22.

Waterfest will be 10 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Nov. 23-24 at Englewood 
Beach. Mote Marine Laboratory 
intends to have six exhibits. 
Other conservation and nature 
groups will be participating. 
As well as various activities for 
families, Waterfest plans a kid’s 
scavenger hunt.

And once again, the 
Englewood Beach parking lot 

will be transformed into an 
“oasis” of  live entertainment, 
various food and other vendors. 
A VIP viewing tent will serve 
refreshments.

Two-day tickets for adults are 
$20 in advance, $25 at the gate, 
and can be purchased online at 
Waterfest’s web page. Children 
12 and under, accompanied 
by a ticket-holding adult are 
free. Tickets include parking, 
transportation to and from 
Englewood Beach on the race 
days.

Help still wanted
The call is out for new 

and experienced Waterfest 
volunteers and sponsors 
to sign up. Application 
forms are available at 
englewoodbeachwaterfest.com.

Besides people helping out 
with a variety of  general tasks, 
Gardiner said, “specialty” 
volunteers are needed to ensure 
this year’s success:

• Security personnel, preferably 
with prior law enforcement and 
security experience.

• Nurses and other medically 
trained persons to ride safety 
boats during the races.

• Experienced divers with 
advanced open water rescue 
certification.

Waterfest offers a variety 
of  sponsorship packages 
from $350 to $7,500, some of  
which offer naming rights 
to events. Information of  the 
various packages are available 
englewoodbeachwaterfest.com.

Email: steve.reilly@yoursun.
com

WATERFEST
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COMMUNITY NEWS BRIEFS
Thrifty Treasures Sale

The St. Francis Women’s 
Guild’s Thrifty Treasures Sale 
begins with the earlybird sale 
from 3-6 p.m., today, Oct. 24. (A 
$3 entrance fee will be charged 
for this day only). The sale 
continues from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
Friday, Oct. 25, and 9 a.m. to 
noon Saturday, Oct. 26.

Boating safety
Coast Guard Auxiliary 

Flotilla 87’s comprehensive 

Boating Skills and Seamanship 
program is 6-9 p.m. Mondays 
and Wednesdays from Oct. 28 
to Nov. 6 at 1949 Englewood 
Road, Englewood. Learn 
proper small boat operation, 
trailering, coastal navigation, 
knot tying, boating laws, 
required and recommended 
safety equipment, how to 
read markers and buoys and 
more, and earn the Florida 
Safe Boater Education Card. 
Registration is $45 for an one, 

or $65 for two family members 
to cover materials. Call Dane 
Hahn at 941-681-0312 or visit 
www.coastguardenglewood.com.

‘The Tuxedo Man!’
Lemon Bay Playhouse, 

96 W. Dearborn St., Englewood 
will present Chuck Gillespie’s 
“The Tuxedo Man!” music show 
at 7:30 p.m. Nov. 16. Gillespie 
has created an evening of  great 
musical memories, featuring 
the melodies and stories of  the 

men in black and white who 
entertained us for decades. 
Visit www.chucksings.com. 
Tickets can be purchased at 
www.lemonbayplayhouse.com 
or by calling the box office at 
941-475-6756.

Teen Halloween Dance
The Englewood Community 

Coalition will present a free 
Halloween Dance for teens in 
seventh through 12th grade 
from 6:30-9:30 p.m. Oct. 31 at the 

Englewood Event Center, 3069 
S. McCall Road, Englewood. 
There will be a Zombie DJ, 
music, dancing, snacks, prizes, 
and a special guest from the 
grave. This is a safe, drug- 
alcohol-free event. Space is 
limited to 300 kids and their 
parents. For more information, 
contact Kay Tvaroch of  the 
Englewood Community 
Coalition at kay@ccEnglewood.
com or 941-681-0091, or visit 
www.ccEnglewood.com.


