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By RUDY DAVIS
SPECIAL TO THE DAILY SUN

The Englewood Men’s Senior 
Softball League is back in ac-
tion following the Ian-induced 
shutdown.

The fall season was suspended af-
ter the hurricane as the Englewood 
Sports Complex, 1300 River Road, 
Englewood, was damaged. Part of  
the complex was used as a Florida 
Power and Light staging area, and 
now debris collection trucks are 
bringing loads there for collection.

While the park is generally 
closed, ground crews have restored 
the adult softball fi elds.

“There are a few grandstands 
missing, and lots of  tree damage 
in the surrounding area, but both 
fi elds are playable with no remain-
ing debris or hazards on them.” 
according to board member Hans 
Picinich.

Practices for the winter season 
have resumed from 8 to 11 a.m. 
weekdays. Players are required to 
use the Pine Street entrance.

New players are welcome. 
Players turning 60 or older in 2023 
can show up with a glove and a 
desire to play. Practice sessions, 
which run through the end of  
December, give players a chance to 
refresh their skills and prepare for 
the draft.

The league has three divisions 
based on skill level and age. The 
draft is in January, followed by a 
21-game schedule and an end-of-
season tournament. The skill level 

ranges from fi rst timers to more 
advanced players. The goals are 
to get some exercise, make new 
friends and have fun.

The league, established in 1992, 
attracts players from Englewood, 
North Port, Venice, Rotonda, Boca 
Grande and Port Charlotte. It had 
more than 250 players in the Winter 
season last year.

“The League’s mission is to 
create an opportunity for men over 
60 to play recreational softball,” 

stated Mark Johnson, League 
commissioner. “With the expanding 
population in the Suncoast area, 
we’ve also seen record turnouts 
for the spring, summer and fall 
seasons.”

For more information, visit www.
englewoodseniorsoftball.weebly.
com. Download registration forms 
there or fi ll one out at the Sports 
Complex. Business owners can 
contact Mark Johnson at 717-982-
8456 for sponsorship opportunities.

Senior Softball League resumes 
play at Englewood Sports Complex
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The Englewood Men’s Senior Softball League is holding practices in 
preparation for its winter season, which begins in January. Players 60 
and older are welcome to join the league.

We run birthday announcements with a photo in 
Sunday’s Sun. Email your photo, along with the 
name, age and birth date, to newstips@yoursun.com.

Donna Wisney, 44 years 
old

Happy Birthday to Jill 
Bailey, who turned 59 
on Oct. 26.

BIRTHDAYS AREA NEWS BRIEFS
Parks open, parks closed

ARCADIA — DeSoto County Parks offi  cials stated 
Brewer Park is now open, but many areas remain 
closed due to Hurricane Ian damage.

Among the areas are the Little League ballfi elds and 
its restroom at the west side of  Brewer Park.

Some parks are open but caution is urged.
“At boat ramps — as we don’t know the extent of  

damage to the concrete ramps from the fl ooding and 
winds, as the river level is still high and will be a few 
weeks for us to assess the damages to all of  them,” it 
said.

It said Nocatee, Liverpool, Lettuce Lake and Deep 
Creek boat ramps can be used at your own risk.

Parks still closed include: Kings Park in Fort Ogden; 
DeSoto Veterans Park boat ramp; Morgan Park and 
Brownville Park.

Seeking volunteers for United Way
SOUTH VENICE — United Way of  South Sarasota 

County is seeking people to assist low-to-moderate 
income families and seniors.

People can do so by becoming a VITA Volunteer. To 
do so, visit https://uwssc.org/volunteer.

UWSSC stated no experience is necessary to become 
a Volunteer Income Tax Assistance worker.

“Volunteers will receive free specialized tax law 
training to become IRS certifi ed and be able to serve 
in a variety of  VITA roles,” it states on its website. 
“VITA is an IRS program that utilizes volunteers 
to help provide free and accurate tax preparation 
services to low-to-moderate-income taxpayers.”

The sites open in January but volunteers are 
needed to start training soon.

“Last year alone our volunteer teams were able to 
complete and process over 700 tax returns in South 
Sarasota County,” it stated.

Getting your Cannabis Card is easier than you think.
Schedule an appointment. Find out if you qualify today

941-375-6775
ICCPortcharlotte.com

3524 Tamiami Trail
#105G, Port Charlotte

MEDICAL 
MARIJUANA CARDS

ONLY $150

FACTS ABOUT 
MEDICAL 

MARIJUANA

Proven pain relief 
qualities

Not addictive, 
unlike opioids

Fewer side effects

Additional medical 
benefi ts

Certifi ed Medical 
Marijuana Clinic 

Now accepting new 
patients
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Schedule your FREE new ac 
system  estimate today

c

$1,750
ON A NEW AC SYSTEM

$10 Off A 
Seasonal AC 
Tune-Up!

  4SeasonsAC.com
LICENSE NUMBERS CAC057664 & CAC1817187

 

941-405-0128

REBATES VARY BY MAKE AND MODEL.  OTHER FEES MAY APPLY ON
PAYMENT  PLANS, CALL FOR DETAILS ON ALL ADVERTISED SPECIALS.

Save 
Up To COOL CASH 

IS BACK!Starting 9/17/22
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Expires 11/19/22

NEW SMILE ☺ NEW ME
Hometown Family 

approach with Advanced 
Technology and the true 

care that you deserve

NEW PATIENTS 
WELCOME - BOOK NOW

SURGICAL IMPLANTS AVAILABLE

Dr. Susan R. Brooks 
& Dr.  Ariosto Rosado

• Root Canals
• Same Day Crowns
• Surgical Wisdom Extractions
• Nitrous Oxide
• Dentures - One Day Repair
• Laser Periodontal Therapy
• Full-Time Hygienist
• Night Guards

3440 Conway Blvd. Suite 2A

Port Charlotte

941.629.4311

www.sunsmiledentistry.com

Emergency Care Available
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1620 Placida Road, Suite D, Englewood 34223
Call 941-475-4418 | www.lohlaw.net

The Peace of Mind Is Priceless.
The Consultation Is Free.

Cameron Loh, ESQ PLLC

General Practice 
| Wills
| Trusts 
| Estate Planning
| Probate
| Power of Attorney
| Health Care Surrogate
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SUN News Media is providing up to $2.5 million in 

Hurricane Ian Recovery Stimulus advertising match 

grants to locally owned businesses in DeSoto 

County, Charlotte County and Southern Sarasota 

County.

SUN News Media is off ering programs supporting 

every kind of locally owned businesses and service 

providers with a one-to-one advertising match 

program in The Daily Sun, Venice Gondolier and on 

YourSun.com. 

“This program is designed to help our small and 

medium-sized businesses not only survive, but 

thrive through the next six months and beyond,” 

said Glen Nickerson, publisher of The Daily Sun, 

Venice Gondolier and YourSun.com. “For decades, 

SUN News Media has been the market leader, 

delivering local news, essential health and safety 

information, and advertising to the region’s 

residents and business owners.”

SUN News Media’s advertising team intend to 

make sure residents know your business is Open 

and Ready to Serve. With many local businesses 

operating under diffi  cult conditions, SUN News 

Media will continue to support the SMBs and local 

economy, as it did with similar programs following 

Hurricane Charley and during the COVID-19 

pandemic.

“It’s important to us that our teams contact all 

SMB’s, whether they are former advertisers, 

current advertisers or have never advertised with 

us at all,” said Omar Zucco, SUN News Media’s 

regional director of advertising. 

SUN
News Media

F L O R I D A
SUN

The Daily

Charlotte • DeSoto • Sarasota

Was Your Business
 Impacted by 

Hurricane Ian? 
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Hurricane Ian 
Recovery

Stimulus Program

To speak with a SUN News Media Ad-
vertising Executive: 

• In the Venice and Englewood 
Call 941-207-1220.

• In DeSoto County, Port Charlotte, 
Punta Gorda and North Port 

Call 941-205-6404.
• Text 855-737-2149 and an Advertising 

Executive will contact you.

for Locally Owned 
Small and Medium 
Sized Businesses

1. Open your camera,  

2. Zoom in on the code, 

3. Scan the code 

to go to Sun News        

Media’s Hurricane Ian 

Recovery Stimulus 

page and advertising 

grant-match program 

details.

$2.5 MILLION

ATTENTION! 
Local Business 

Owners 
and Service 
Providers!


