
3/24/2021 Khaki Markel is 93 and led his softball team to victory |  Englewood Sun |  yoursun.com

https://www.yoursun.com/englewood/khaki-markel-is-93-and-led-his-softball-team-to-victory/article_426f99da-8c0b-11eb-9f81-275a82077b13.html 1/6

https://www.yoursun.com/englewood/khaki-markel-is-93-and-led-his-softball-team-to-
victory/article_426f99da-8c0b-11eb-9f81-275a82077b13.html

FEATURED

Khaki Markel is 93 and led his softball team to victory
By ELAINE ALLEN-EMRICH STAFF WRITER

Mar 24, 2021

ENGLEWOOD — Khaki Markel led his team to a record-breaking victory Tuesday
morning in the senior men’s softball tournament.

Markel is a World War II Navy veteran who is 93 years old. He smiled the entire time
while pitching to the Green Hornets at the Englewood Sports Complex.

Khaki Markel, 93, a veteran of World War II, pitches during the game.
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In the stands was the team sponsor Kathleen Jarosik, owner of Xpertech Auto
Repair in Englewood, who cheered for the players all 70 and older. She sponsors the
team in the Silver Division.

Mitch Scher rounds third base.
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“These guys are amazing,” said Jarosik as she watched both teams make double
plays, catch pop �ies and round third base on their way to home plate. “Khaki plays
like he’s in his 60s. This was my �rst time out watching the team and it was such a
great game.”

With a 20-19 win over the Green Hornets, the Xpertech team not only won the
championship, but broke the record for number of wins in a season, 19.

The Green Hornets gave the Xpertech team a run for their money during the game,
which caps each inning at �ve runs until the �nal inning.

The Silver Division of men’s Senior Softball team sponsored by Kathleen Jarosik, owner of Xpertech Auto Repair in
Englewood, won the championship and broke a record 19-2 season.
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“We are 19-2,” Markel said. “No other senior men’s team won 19 games in a season.”

Rick Silva plays �rst base. He said the team looked good and played well Tuesday.

“I’m the baby out here,” Silva joked. “These guys do really well for being in their 70s
to 90s. We love it.”

Just The Facts

Englewood Senior Softball plays its games weekday mornings at the Englewood
Sports Complex, 1300 River Road. For more information,
visit www.englewoodseniorsoftball.weebly.com or contact Mark Johnson at 717-
982-8456.  

First basemen Rick Silva readies to catch the ball.
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After the game, some players joked that they earned free oil changes from Jarosik
as they took a team photo with her. Then they invited her to their celebration lunch
of hot dogs and beer.

“Of course I’ll join your winning team,” she told the team.

Lanny Jezowski of the Green Hornets hits the ball.
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